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of the more conservative country towns and
districts.

The larger disputes between the colonies were
frequently accompanied with lesser disputes be-
tween the towns over their boundaries; and both
at this time and for years afterwards there was
scarcely an important settlement in New England
that did not have some trouble with its neighbor.
In 1666 Stamford and Greenwich came to blows
over their dividing line, and in 1672 men from
New London and Lyme attempted to mow the
same piece of meadow and had a pitched battle
with clubs and scythes. Not many years later
the inhabitants of Windsor and Enfield "were so
fiercely engag'd" over a disputed strip of land,
reported an eye-witness, that a hundred men met
to decide this controversy by force, "a resolute
combat" ensuing between them "in which many
blows were given to the exasperating each party,,
so that the lives and limbs of his Majesties sub-
jects were endangered thereby."

Though clubs and scythes and fists are danger-
ous weapons enough, the only real fighting in
which the colonists engaged was with the Indians
and with weapons consisting of pikes and muskets.
Indian attacks were an ever-present danger, for